Mapping a Narration
The goal of this activity is to organize a narrative essay (short story).  Below are sets that will assist in developing your storytelling.
Story Map
	Characters: (List the prominent people in your story.  How do they participate in or influence the specific moments included in your story?)

	Setting: (Start to describe where the specific events of your story will take place.  How does the place impact the characters and/or events?)

	Conflict: (What problems or issues arrive?  What are the circumstances of the specific moments you are recounting?)  

	Reaction: (How do your characters react to the conflict?)

	Resolution: (What do your character’s do about it? How do they solve or come to terms with the conflicts in the story?)


	Purpose/Theme(s): (What did the characters learn or how did they grow from this specific circumstance?  Why would an outside reader care about this story?)




Story Notes
Write notes in each appropriate section. Be sure to include descriptive details that reinforce your purpose or theme. 
	Beginning:



	Middle:



	End:




Developing Rich Characters
Critics have said there are only 100 (or so) possible plots, but what really distinguishes one story from another are the characters.  Characters give us someone to root for or care about.  We read because we are invested in the characters.  Focus on the WHO (characters/narrator) of your story and how they impact the plot.  Remember those rich details that SHOW us their personality, dreams, morals, etc.  
	Character/Narrator:

	Description (physical details and personality traits):


	Their purpose/role:


	What affected them or held them back?:


	How did their perspective shift? Did they evolve or change?:









Graph Your Story According to Kurt Vonnegut’s Method

Good Fortune
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